
Our drains are 
streams...

ADOPT A DRAIN 
IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

As the Upper Clutha continues to grow,
we all need to work together to keep the
waterways safe and healthy.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Whatever goes down our
storm drains eventually
flows untreated into our
fresh water.

Learning how our drain systems
work and understanding why
polluted stormwater causes
problems for our lakes and rivers is
everyone’s responsibility.

www.waiwanaka.nz/actions/our-
drains-are-streams/
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OTHER WAYS YOU
CAN
HELP OUR
FRESHWATER

HOW TO
ADOPT A

DRAIN

Sign up
Start the adopt a drain journey
with your whānau by emailing
getinvolved@waiwanaka.nz.

Attend an adoption session
Once you have signed up, our
team will arrange a public
neighbourhood session about
stormwater in your area.

Keep your drain clear
Sweep leaves and debris off the
drain's surface and safely collect
and dispose of any rubbish year
round.

Lead by example
Let friends and neighbours know
about your adopt a drain journey
and encourage them to get
involved.

Plant a native garden

Wash your car on grass

Properly dispose of pet
waste

Go easy on the fertiliser

Get that oil leak fixed 

Native plants filter pollutants
and reduce bank erosion. 

Soapy water and sediment on
pavement flows into our
stormwater drains as runoff.

Abandoned pet waste often finds
its way into our lakes and rivers.

Excess fertiliser and pesticides
become stormwater runoff in
large rain events.

Vehicles leaking auto waste such
as oil directly impact stormwater.
Make sure to get any leaks fixed.


