
1. PROTECT THE LAKE FROM FUEL

Check for leaks and service your engine
regularly. Carry a bilge sock to soak up
excess fuel or oil.

3. MAINTAIN YOUR GEAR. MINIMISE
MICROPLASTICS. 

Repair or maintain your boat and
accessories to limit microplastic pollution. 

5. STOP THE SPREAD OF PESTS

 Check, clean, dry, and protect lakes and
rivers from freshwater aquatic pests. 

2. STOP YOUR WAKE FROM HARMING 
THE LAKE

No wakes within 200m from shoreline 
or within a depth of 6m. 

4. LEAVE ONLY RIPPLES

Take all rubbish with you and leave the area
in better nick than you found it. 

WATER IS LIFE

FIND OUT MORE
WAIWANAKA.NZ/SUMMER-
ON-THE-LAKE/

IF YOU CAN BOAT IN IT, 
YOU CAN PROTECT IT.
The health of local lakes and rivers are in decline.
Do your part today with our five simple tips, and
keep them safe for summer missions to come.



FUEL & POLLUTION

Getting your motor serviced at the start
of the season, ensures that it’s in proper
working order. Smooth running motors
are guaranteed to leak less and prevent
pollutants entering our lakes and rivers.  
Fuel on land rather than on the water to
avoid any accidental spills.
Bilge socks (available from Marine & Sport
Wānaka here). These handy bits of kit can
soak up to 10 times its own weight in oil,
petrol and diesel while actively repelling
water. Read all about them here.  
Eco friendly boat products like Sea
Science provide an awesome option to
clean your boat but (available from Marine
& Sport Wānaka here)   

Hydrocarbons come from fuel and oil that
inadvertently makes its way into the lake
often during fueling or bilge discharge.
Even if only a few drops, it can add up and
can cause negative effects on aquatic
plants, invertebrates, birds, fish and often
water quality for human use. 

Why How

Check out Safer Boating NZ or the
Coastgaurd’s websites for the annual
checklists which are useful before getting
back on the lake. 

Learn More

In alpine lakes like Wānaka and Hāwea,
hydrocarbons break down slowly due to
cold water temperatures and limited
microbial activity. As a result, even small
spills can persist for months in sediments
or along shorelines. Preventing
contamination at the source is essential,
since once hydrocarbons enter the lake
they are hard to remove, and slow to break
down. 
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https://marineandsport.co.nz/products/quicksilver-oil-absorber?_pos=1&_sid=bad25106d&_ss=r
https://www.boatblurb.com/post/why-every-boat-needs-a-bilge-sock
https://www.seascience.co.nz/
https://www.seascience.co.nz/
https://marineandsport.co.nz/search?q=sea+science&_pos=1&_psq=Sea&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://marineandsport.co.nz/collections/cleaning-products-maintenance?page=3
https://saferboating.org.nz/
https://www.coastguard.nz/
https://saferboating.org.nz/
https://saferboating.org.nz/


The turbulence created by your wake on
your boat can erode the shoreline, cause
sediment resuspension, release
unwanted nutrients and disturb plants
and wildlife. 

Additionally, the primary control method
for Lagarosiphon in Lake Wanaka
involves placing hessian matting over the
plants to suppress sunlight and kill them.
The mats also provide a good base for
native freshwater species to take hold
and grow. There are buoys near these
areas advising boats and other craft to
avoid entering, as wakes may lift the
matting, allowing sunlight through and
making the control effort ineffective. 

BOAT WAKE

Why

Navionics Boating App is a popular choice
for Lake Wānaka & Hāwea depth
research, as it provides detailed charts
and real time sonar (be mindful that this is
a subscription based app!)  
QLDC Boating Guide has info for slow
zones, safety and water rules.  

Want to learn more about the depth of
Lake Wānaka? See NIWA’s research here. 
Wake boats depth video that explains the
affect of wake in more detail. 
Example of a species affected by boat
wake and other human activity is the
Southern Crested Grebe / Pūteketeke. 

 

How

Learn More
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https://apps.apple.com/nz/app/navionics-boating/id744920098
https://www.qldc.govt.nz/media/kponhoz1/qldc_boating-guide_lakes-w%C4%81naka-and-h%C4%81wea_dec24-web.pdf
https://apps.apple.com/nz/app/navionics-boating/id744920098
https://apps.apple.com/nz/app/navionics-boating/id744920098
https://apps.apple.com/nz/app/navionics-boating/id744920098
https://niwa.co.nz/news/lake-wanaka-mapped-exquisite-detail
https://niwa.co.nz/news/lake-wanaka-mapped-exquisite-detail
https://apps.apple.com/nz/app/navionics-boating/id744920098
https://apps.apple.com/nz/app/navionics-boating/id744920098
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fp6gHrqJwo0
https://wanakagrebes.org.nz/southern-crested-grebe/


GEAR & MICROPLASTICS

During WAI Wānaka’s project alongside Veronica Rotman, a Teeny Tiny Truth, almost all of
the samples collected from the lake had microfibres present, across high use and remote
sites. The most common kind found in Wānaka was microfibres from clothes, ropes and tyre
particles, and the majority of these appear to originate from wear and tear rather than
deliberate littering.

For boating, this could include: 
Tyre particles from trailers and cars
Synthetic ropes
Neoprene or similar rubbarised foams from wetsuits, life jackets, seat covers. 
Chipped gelcoat, paint, and plastic trim especially older boats or fast ascent onto the
shore 
Soft plastics lures, bungy cords, tarps and synthetic fabrics 

These microplastics also act as a sponge for heavy metals and toxins and can enter the food
chain. 

NIWA microplastic studies 
Ministry of Environment’s ‘Our
Freshwater 2023’ shares that
there has been  increased
microplastics found in urban
streams and documents their
impacts.
WAI runs microplastic
sampling every 6 months
from the Outlet. Come and
join us with some citizen
science. Find more about our
events here. 

Why

Learn More
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https://waiwanaka.nz/actions/a-teeny-tiny-truth/#ttt_updates
https://niwa.co.nz/coasts/microplastics-deeper-problem-we-thought
https://niwa.co.nz/coasts/microplastics-deeper-problem-we-thought
https://environment.govt.nz/publications/our-freshwater-2023/
https://environment.govt.nz/publications/our-freshwater-2023/
https://waiwanaka.nz/events/
https://waiwanaka.nz/events/


Microplastics and fibres shed from boat
accessories and clothing and enter the
lake during use and washing, but can be
minimised by repairing and maintaining
gear rather than replacing it.  

Inspect your gear to ensure they are
‘lake safe’ this summer. 
Buy second hand gear, including
ropes, bouyancy aids, boat fenders,
and covers as most shedding takes
place during the wear-in period. 
Rinse gear on land with freshwater
where runoff won’t reach the lake,
and allow to fully dry. 
Choose braided natural fibre ropes or
at least recycled plastic or higher
quality synethics that last longer. 
Avoid dragging ropes and other
accessories over the ground,
especially on the lakeshore. 
Repair gear with neoprene like
wetsuits instead of discarding and
replacing them.  
Choose sealant that is lower in
synetic polymer shedding. This
minimises paint chipping and also
less frequent to replace. 

Feeling inspired to repair at home? 
Local shop Ruby Fresh has some
awesome repair tips
You could use the KEA Outdoors GO Kit 
Taking items to a repair revolution
event by Wastebusters.  
Patagonia’s wetsuit care guide. 

Professional Wetsuit Repairs In NZ: 
Seventhwave (based in Christchurch) 
Seaquel & Wettie (based in Auckland)  

Donate or trade your old items to avoid the
landfill

Send your old wetsuit Ocra wetsuit
recycling scheme.  
Donate it to surf therapy programmes
with Wavewise.  
Seventhwave also have a trade-in
programme.  
Zhik’s Wetsuit Recycling Programme
have a Drop Off in selected stores. 
Trade in old lifejackets with the
Coastgaurd. 

GEAR & MICROPLASTICS

How
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https://rubyfreshwetsuits.com/pages/repair-tips
https://keaoutdoors.co.nz/products/go-gear-pack
https://www.wastebusters.co.nz/repair-revolution/#events
https://www.patagonia.com/on/demandware.static/-/Library-Sites-PatagoniaShared/default/dwa209a197/PDF-US/Patagonia_wetsuit_care.pdf
https://www.seventhwave.co.nz/pages/repairs
https://www.seaquel.co.nz/wetsuit-screenprinting-repairs
https://www.wettie.co.nz/wetsuit-alterations-and-repairs/
https://orcasports.nz/pages/orca-wetsuit-recycling
https://orcasports.nz/pages/orca-wetsuit-recycling
https://wavewise.co.nz/support-us/
https://www.seventhwave.co.nz/blogs/library/our-trade-in-service
https://www.seventhwave.co.nz/blogs/library/our-trade-in-service
https://zhik.com/nz/rezhikle.html?sid=1761098223669
https://www.coastguard.nz/our-story/news-and-media/lifejackets-save-lives-coastguard-begs-kiwis-to-just-wear-it#:~:text=Coastguard%20is%20excited%20to%20launch%20its%20Old4New%20Lifejacket,old%2C%20worn-out%20lifejackets%20for%20discounted%20brand-new%20Hutchwilco%20lifejackets.
https://www.coastguard.nz/our-story/news-and-media/lifejackets-save-lives-coastguard-begs-kiwis-to-just-wear-it#:~:text=Coastguard%20is%20excited%20to%20launch%20its%20Old4New%20Lifejacket,old%2C%20worn-out%20lifejackets%20for%20discounted%20brand-new%20Hutchwilco%20lifejackets.


LITTER

BREMNER BAY 2024 - 2025

ROYS BAY (LAKEFRONT) 2024 - 2025

Litter is prevalent and visible issue in New
Zealand, and often ends up in our
waterways. The 2022 National Litter Audit
shows that across the board, the litter
problem is worsening, with plastic being
the most prevalent material type found
with a 72.4% increase since 2019. 

WAI Wānaka has been collecting data on
the litter at 6 beach areas, with the
following data: 

Check out our events page to find out
when WAI’s next Beach Clean-Up is and
other ways to get involved!
Be a Tidy Kiwi! 
KEA Outdoors Stash Bag to pick up
litter when you’re out and about. 

2022 National Litter Audit 
Litter Intelligence Database led by
Sustainable Coastlines. This
programme works in close
collaboration with the Ministry for
the Environment, Department of
Conservation and Statistics New
Zealand.

Why How

Learn More
Photo credit: KEA Outdoors 

https://waiwanaka.nz/events/
https://www.beatidykiwi.org.nz/
https://www.beatidykiwi.org.nz/
https://keaoutdoors.com/products/kea-stash
https://www.knzb.org.nz/download/national-litter-audit-2022/
https://litterintelligence.org/
https://litterintelligence.org/


FRESHWATER PESTS

Stopping pests before they spread is the
best way to protect our waters because
removing them later is much harder. This
includes pests like Lagarosiphon,
Didymo, Lake Snow which are relatively
unknown and unseen. They spread easily
via damp gear or ropes.  

Here is a link to the ORC’s fact sheet.
MPI’s also has a webpage or pocket
guide on how to do this. 
ORC are out and about every summer
at lakes, swimming holes, rivers, and
can share practical tips with you on
how to use the Check. Clean. Dry.
method. Keep your eyes peeled for
them!  
Check out the helpful video guide here
for the South Island.  

Check out NIWA’s Freshwater Pests
guide here. 
ORC also has a guide here.

Why How

Learn More
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Photo credit: Ministry of Primary Industries 

https://www.orc.govt.nz/media/xdqf4awh/check-clean-dry-plant-and-pest-fact-sheets-a4-250814.pdf
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/outdoor-activities/boating-and-water-activities-preventing-the-spread-of-pests-weeds-and-diseases/check-clean-dry
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/29426/direct
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Chda2KbCMm8&t=1s
https://niwa.co.nz/sites/default/files/Freshwater%20invasive%20species%20of%20New%20Zealand%202020_1.pdf
https://niwa.co.nz/sites/default/files/Freshwater%20invasive%20species%20of%20New%20Zealand%202020_1.pdf
https://niwa.co.nz/freshwater/freshwater-update/freshwater-update-84-september-2020/updated-freshwater-pests-guide-out-now
https://niwa.co.nz/freshwater/freshwater-update/freshwater-update-84-september-2020/updated-freshwater-pests-guide-out-now
https://www.knzb.org.nz/download/national-litter-audit-2022/
https://www.orc.govt.nz/environment/biosecurity-and-pests/freshwater-pests/


WATER IS LIFE
WAIWANAKA.NZ

IF YOU CAN BOAT IN IT,
YOU CAN PROTECT IT


