
Spiders and Insects found at the Wānaka lakefront  
(New boardwalk / Waterfall Creek) – February 2022 
 

Class/Order Species ID Comment 

Arachnida/Araneae Steatoda lepida 
(False widow spider) 

Endemic false widow 

Arachnida/Araneae 

Dolomedes sp. 

(Fishing Spider) 

 

Large spider of the family 
Pisauridae. Semiaquatic; 
They hunt by waiting at the edge 
of a pool or stream, then when 
they detect the ripples from prey, 
they run across the surface to 
subdue it using their foremost 
legs, which are tipped with small 
claws; like other spiders they 
then inject venom with their 
hollow jaws to kill and digest the 
prey. They mainly eat insects, 
but some larger species are able 
to catch small fish. They can also 
climb beneath the water, when 
they become encased in a silvery 
film of air. "Dolomedes" is 
derived from the Greek word 
"δολομήδης" which means wily, 
deceitful. 

Arachnida/Araneae Cyclosa fuliginata 
(Sooty orbweaver) 

 
 

Reasonably common; 
Australian orbweaver 

Arachnida/Araneae Hypoblembum griseum 
(White-banded house jumping 
spider) 

 

White banded house 
jumper. Another common 
Australian house spider. 



Arachnida/Araneae Badumna longinqua (Grey 
house spider) 

 
 

Australian grey house spider, 
common throughout NZ 

Arachnida/Araneae Tetragnatha sp (Long-jawed 
orb-weavers) 

 
 
 

Large, orange male could have 
passed for Tetragnatha nitens. 
Other two are currently 
without name (tetragnathids 
are notoriously out of date and 
need to be re-evaluated).  

Arachnida/Araneae Cryptachaea veruculata 
(Diamond comb-footed 
spider) 

 

Diamond comb-footed 
spider, introduced; 
The females of the species 
reach a body size of about 4 
mm, while the males are 
small with a body length of 
less than 2mm. They make 
small tangled messy webs 
on buildings and plants. This 
spiders egg sacs are pinky 
mauve. 

Arachnida/Araneae Clubiona sp. (Sac spider) Grey/brown spider. Endemic 
species! Interpretation is 
difficult, they don't mind 
gardens which may explain 
presence but may also 
indicate lack of appropriate 



 

housing for native spiders as 
it turned up in the sancta and 
there were egg sacs present.  

Arachnida/Araneae Cryptachae blattea  
(Cobweb spider) 

 
 

Self introduced to NZ, traces 
back to South Africa. Small, 
non-distinct spider. Lacks 
diamond on back, which is  
present on C. veruculata 
 

Arachnida/Araneae Diplocephalus cristatus 
(Money spider)  

 

A sheet-web spinner, small, 
black spiders common in 
grassy fields (observed in 
Kanuka) They make small, dish 
shaped, sheet webs that are 
easily observable when 
covered in morning dew. 
Common name is derived from 
French folklore, throwing a 
money spider over your 
shoulder invites them into your 
house, where they will gather 
and (allegedly) weave your 
clothing, saving you money. 
Small, 1-2mm body length. 
Originally from Europe.  

 
 

Arachnida/Araneae Nanometa forsteri (Long-
jawed orb-weavers) 

 
 

Small green and white 
spiders, commonly found 
beside streams. They make 
orbwebs and capture 
emerging dipterans (flies) 
that spend the larval phase 
in the water. 



Arachnida/Opiliones Phalangium opilio 
(Harvestman) 

 

European harvestman - not 
a true spider 
Like spiders, harvestmen have two 
major body sections and eight legs 
and lack antennae. Unlike spiders, 
the two body sections of 
harvestmen are broadly joined and 
no web spinning organs are 
present. 

Hexapod Springtail 

 

They are a good sign of 
environmental health! 
Having springtails means 
something is eating resting 
fungal spores. 
 

Isopoda 
 

Porcellio scaber 
(Woodlouse) 

 
 

Common rough woodlouse, 
introduced. 

Insecta/Dermaptera Forficula auricularia 
(Earwig) 

 

Common European earwig. 
Introduced. 

Insecta/Coleoptera Notagonum submetallicum 

 

Submetallic ground beetle 

Arachnida/Acariformes Anystis baccarum Small orange mite, 



 

 

introduced species. Helpful 
biocontrol agent, consumes 
pest insect species.  
 

 


